UJJ.OJL.OCtU
the key of Germany and Holland, as well as of Flanders, and might probably prove too great a setting up of the French.
May 29. I went to Windsor, it being the King's birthday, to wish him happiness and long life. There was a great crowd attending upon the same occasion, but not much gallantry of clothes. The Duke of York was" then declared to be of the Council, commonly called the Privy Council, from which he had been excluded ever since the making of the statute for taking the oaths ; nor did he now take the oaths notwithstanding his re-admission, which gave some occasion of discourse, as it was breaking through one of the most strict Acts of Parliament.
June 15. I took my leave of the King, who said to me that some that served him so carefully and so well as I had done should be in his thoughts, and that I should find it. I waited then on his highness the Duke, and desired his commands for York. He told me that he doubted not but I would do what became me, in order to his Majesty's service, and that as to his own particular lie depended on me. I assured him I should never fail him in that trust ; only desired him not to believe stories of me to my prejudice. For all counties had competitors, and that I could not hope to live without enemies, who had the honour to serve the King, before others of equal quality to myself, or of better, which did certainly create envy to me.
June 16. Carrying my wife to see the Duchess of Portsmouth, she invited her and my daughter to dinner, said very kind things to them, and desired me, whenever I came afterwards to Windsor, to make her table my own. That day I returned for London.